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17 June 2013

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: DRAFT minutes for the 17 June 2013 FPOM AFF mortality call.  

The meeting was a teleconference.  In attendance:

	Last
	First
	Agency
	Office/Mobile
	Email

	Baus
	Doug
	NWD-RCC
	
	Douglas.m.baus@usace.army.mil

	Benner
	David
	FPC
	
	dbenner@fpc.org

	Caudill
	Chris
	University of Idaho
	
	caudill@uidaho.edu

	Conder
	Trevor
	NOAA
	503-231-2306
	Trevor.conder@noaa.gov

	Fredricks
	Gary
	NOAA
	503-231-6855
	Gary.fredricks@noaa.gov

	Fryer
	Jeff
	CRITFC
	
	fryj@critfc.org

	Hausmann
	Ben
	NWP-BON
	541-374-4598
	Ben.j.hausmann@usace.army.mil

	Kiefer
	Russ
	IDFG
	
	russ.kiefer@idfg.idaho.gov

	Lorz
	Tom
	CRITFC
	
	lort@critfc.org

	Mackey
	Tammy
	USACE-NWP
	503-961-5733
	Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil

	Meyer
	Ed
	NOAA
	
	Ed.meyer@noaa.gov

	Skidmore
	John
	BPA
	
	jtskidmore@bpa.gov

	Stephenson
	Ann
	WDFW
	
	Ann.Stephenson@dfw.wa.gov

	Tackley
	Sean
	NWP
	
	Sean.C.Tackley@usace.army.mil

	Van Dyke
	Erick
	ODFW
	
	erick.s.vandyke@state.or.us

	Wills
	David
	USFWS
	360-604-2500
	David_wills@fws.gov


Everyone called in.

1. Finalized results from this meeting.

1.1. The path forward is to dewater the AFF brail and exit ladder and remove the last two sections of the pipes.  BON Maintenance will proceed on 18 June.  Hausmann said they project can grind the ends if needed.  Wills requested before and after photos of the AFF for review at the July FPOM.

1.2. When pulling an AFF picket lead, the lead to the north will be pulled first.  
1.3. The lamprey flume system will be dewatered as soon as feasible and modifications to the rest box and exit flume will be completed.  University of Idaho will provide a schedule as soon as they can.  Hausmann will work with the Project Maintenance to figure out a Project support schedule.  
2. AFF Salmon morts.

2.1. Hausmann gave a brief description of the recent issues.  Aside from the five MFRs from 13-16 June , he said there are a large number of shad piling up on the Valve 15 grizzly.  Due to the high numbers of morts Hausmann shut down sampling in the AFF over the weekend.

2.2. Caudill noted that he has heard the researchers are taking additional care to rake the Valve 15 grizzly all the way to the bottom.  This may not have occurred in previous years and many of these morts may represent normal background mortality.  

2.3. Fredricks said it sounds like there may be some issue with fish residing in the release pipes, which were changed this year to have a shallower grade and are partially submerged.  Due to these changes, fish are able to fight and hold in the pipes.  Once the fish tire and flush out, they may then be drawn back to the Valve 15 grizzly.  He recommended removing the last two sections of the pipes, basically reverting the return flumes back to near previous condition.  Another option, if shad are thought to be the problem, is to re-evaluate the numbers of shad = to one salmon; open more pickets or more often; open the north picket rather than a south picket.

2.4. Caudill said another idea would be to push more water through the return pipes.  Fredricks agreed but had concerns about pushing too much water as it may encourage fish to jump into the pipes.  Hausmann said another issue with adding more water would be flooding the anesthetic tank.  Fredricks said the additional flow would need to come from below, entering directly into the white pipe.

2.5. Caudill asked if there is any evidence fish are hitting the concrete when exiting the pipes.  Fredricks said it would be difficult for fish to fall from those pipes since they are partially submerged.

2.6. Hausmann said the AFF has been operating per the FPP criteria fairly closely.  

2.7. NOAA does not want to see the baffle removed.  The shad build-up fix won’t happen this year unless people want to see the lab down for a week or more.  

2.8. Caudill said UI is mostly on schedule but there is concern about not meeting the sockeye sampling goals.  He asked if the fixes can’t be made, can sampling occur every other day or to some level so they can try to meet their goals.  Fredricks said removing the pipe sections should help and hopefully shad numbers are dropping so the AFF should be back in operation by the end of the week, if not earlier.  Caudill said if they can get back in by mid-week, it should be ok but if it is later than that, UI may not be able to provide the data the Region has asked for.  

3. Lamprey morts in the Washington Shore Lamprey Flume System.

3.1. Stephenson asked about the lamprey mortality.  Tackley joined the meeting at this time.  
3.2. Tackley said there haven’t been many lamprey in the collection box of the WS lamprey flume system.  Two lamprey morts were found in rest box #2, second to the last rest box.  A camera was set up to see what is happening.  The thought is there is some plastic mesh that may be forming a lip that lamprey can’t get beyond.  The proposed plan is to dewater the flume, remove the mesh, modify the exit flume, and address the upwelling in the rest box.  All of these should help lamprey navigate through the system and make it through to the collection box.  
3.3. Lorz asked the timeline of dewatering.  Tackley said he would like to see it shut down as soon as possible, given the mortality issue.  The exit flume section will need to go to a shop for re-configuration and will take the longest time.    
3.4. Options:
3.4.1. 1.  Shut the system down, remove the mesh and restart it without the mods to the exit flume.  This may take a day or two.
3.4.2. 2.  Shut the system down and wait until the exit flume could be put back in.  This could take a couple of weeks.
3.5. Caudill will provide a timeline once they get it figured out.  Lorz said a week outage would be acceptable, but if it will be longer, then CRITFC will want to discuss options a little more.  
3.6. Tackley said in the interim, the goal would be to shut the system down as soon as possible.  Caudill said they will be prepared to do that later today or tomorrow.
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